Yoshida, H.  (2002):  [The kinds of Diptera found in Kobe, North Ward]. HANA ABU  14 (2002.10): 49-50. [Asilidae, p. 49] (in Japanese) 

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.

*** Only the Introduction and the section on Asilidae were translated

I previously reported on the Syrphidae of Aina, Kita-Ku, in Kobe City (Yoshida, 2002b).  Herein, I report on the Diptera collected in the same locality (other than the Syrphidae) and I provide additional records of Syrphidae since the last report.

Concerning Syrphidae, (in that paper),  I noted the species found in this locality and recorded 50 species.  This time I found 3 additional species, plus Cheilosia sp., which had been recorded in “Syrphidae of Japan”, ver. 1, Data Pictopedia (Dipterists Club of Japan, 2002).  Consequently, there are 54 species in all (in this locality).

Concerning other Diptera, the place where I have made observations this time is Aina, Yamada, Kita-Ku, Kobe City; its postal code is 5235-0089 (part of the site is not included in this area).  The elevation is approximately 250 meters above sea level.  The collector is the author himself.

The identities of some of the species were confirmed by Mr. Hisashi Oishi and Mr. Kojiro Katsura.  I appreciate their cooperation.

p. 49.  Asilidae 

Laphria mitsukurii Coquillett

1♂, 2002.V.3

Leptogaster sp.

1 ex., 2001.VII.7

Promachus yesonicus Bigot

1 ♀, 2002.VII.13.

Neoitamus angusticornis (Loew)

1 ♀, 2002.V.18.

Harusawa, Keitaro.  1997.  [Ecology of Ceraturgus kawamurae MATSUMURA and Cyrtopogon pictipennis COQUILLETT (Diptera, Asilidae)].  Hana Abu 3(1997.3): 57-58.  (in japanisch)

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukawa [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au]

KAWAMURA = Ceraturgus kawamurae
TSUMAGURO = Cyrtopogon pictipennis
It has been about 10 years since I became interested in Asilidae. There are many kinds, some of which are found only in the Encyclopedia. I was wondering about the habits of Cyrtopogon pictipennis (Fig. 1 & 2). They have long antennae and black and yellow stripes on the abdomen. They are very distinct because of having those characteristics, but I had not found them for a long time. I have found that they live in Mount Kongo area, Minami-Kawachi County in Osaka Prefecture (North-west ) and in Ishibute West valley, about 550 meters above sea level.

This site is in a V-shaped valley, and in the valley, many kinds of trees and grasses grow well and the vegetation is very tall. The width of the creek is less than 4 meters.  Both Ceraturgus kawamurae MATSUMURA (the Cover photo of this issue of Hana Abu) and Cyrtopogon pictipennis ( I call Ceraturgus KWAMURA ) and the latter, TSUMAGURO, are found in this area.

After I found 2 males and 5 females of KWAMURAs on the 4th of June,1994, I observed and collected an additional 8 males and 3 females on the 5th,  3 males and 1 female on the 7th, while I was searching the area on the 5th , 6th , 7th , 10th  and 17th of that month. The adults rarely sit on stones or the road, but they are often seen resting on the short trees or on the leaves of grasses.

TSUMAGURO: after I found one male on the 19th of May, 1996, I observed and collected 2 males on the 23rd, 1 female on the 25th, 2 females on the 29th, and 1 male and 2 females on the 1st of June.

Both species live in the same sites; however, the diurnal rhythm of activity (for the two species) is different. I have not made searches for them in the areas far from water.  

Mount Kongo area: Minami-Kawachi County in Osaka Prefecture (North-west ) Ashidani-Valley, is higher than 600 meters above sea level.

In this location, there is a creek of about 2 meters width flowing downward among small young cedar trees, which grow as tall as humans. The sunshine filters through to the ground; therefore it is very well lit there. Only KAWAMURA can be observed here.

First found on the 4th of June, 1994, KAWAMURAs were found and collected also on the 5th. Their preferred place for resting is the same as that exhibited by them at Ishibute West Valley. I did not search for them far from water.

I had also looked for KAWAMURA on the 18th and 27th of May, and on the 3rd, 7th, 14th and 17th in 1995 and also in 1996 (dates as shown in the paragraph concerning

TSUMAGURO), but in vain.

Mt. Katsuragi, Gosho City, Nara Prefecture (North) 680m

This site is second-growth forest, mainly Konara ( small oak trees) which grow on the east side slope. Only TSUMAGURO was found here on the 21st of May in 1994 when I found and collected one male; subsequently I collected 3 more males.  I examined the area for TSUMAGURO  on May 23rd and 31st  in 1994, on May 3rd, 5th and 27th,  and  on June 3rd  in 1995 and on  April 29th, May 6th , 18th and 19th in 1996, but in vain.      

The asilids were mainly seen resting on the trunks of trees, on sticks, and on stones and on the road.  This site is far from water and no females were captured. I think those captured were searching for females with which to mate or they were trying to protect their territory from others.

As described above, KAWAMURA and TSUMAGURIO are both found on the upper reaches of rivers or areas with flowing waters. So, it is believed that these asilids have a strong affinity with water.

Further searches for these species should be aimed at these environments.

Figure 1. Female TSUMAGORO resting on a stone after capturing a  sawfly (Hymenoptera: Tenthredinidae)

Figure 2. Male TSUMAGURO resting on a stone after capturing an aphid (Homoptera: Aphididae)

Figure 3. The environment where both KAWAMURA and TSUMAGURO live in Ishibute-West Valley

Figure 4. Upper reaches of the Ishibute-West Valley 

Figure 1 and 2 were taken on June 1st, in Ishibute WestValley

Figure 3 and 4  on May 25th at the same place.

HARUSAWA, K  (1998):  [Records of distribution of Pogonosoma funebre HERMANN] (in Japanese).  - HANA ABU  5  (1998.3) 46; Kyoto. 

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.

Pogonosoma funebre HERMANN closely resembles other species of the Laphriinae sub-family. It is easy to distinguish in that the first sub-marginal cell is divided into two by the radial cross vein, and the proboscis is flat and short. It is just as Hisamatsu Sadashige (1965) wrote in the Japan Color Insects Picture Encyclopedia.

I have not had a chance to observe Pogonosoma funebre HERMANN personally, however, I have been interested in it.  I had occasion to confirm its identity through the courtesy of  Mr.Osamu Tominaga (Nara City) and Mr. Takashi Aoki (Tokyo), who  collected this species very recently. So I report about it herein. I appreciate their cooperation.

This species, based on a report by the above mentioned Hisamatsu (1965) of Hachijojima Island and the report of this time, seem to be distributed in the warm coastal area or the isolated islands of southern part of Mainland Japan. No reports seem to have been made from the inland area. Any way, we have little information about the distribution and ecology of the species. I expect our readers will send additional information to the editor.

3 ♂ 

(Tsushima), Komoda---Aren, Midsushima Cho, Kami-agatagun, Nagasaki Prefecture. 

170m, alt. 

25.vii.1997, MC: 5130-31-06

Collector: Osamu Tominaga

3 ♂, 2 ♀  

 (Tsushima),  Komoda---Aren (Aren side), Midsushima Cho, Kami-agatagun, Nagasaki Prefecture.  

100m. alt. 25.ⅶ.1997, MC: 5130-52-52

Collector: Osamu Tominaga

1 ♂

(Tsushima) Wild Bird Forest, Kaijin Jinja, Mine Cho, Kamigata-gun, Nagasaki Prefecture

10m. alt., 26.vii.1997. 
Collector: Osamu Tominaga

1 ♂ 

Masugata-yama, Kawasaki City, Kanagawa Prefecture

9.viii.1997.

Collector: Takashi Aoki

1 ♂

Masugata-yama, Kawasaki City, Kanagawa Prefecture

7.ix.1997.

Collector: Takashi Aoki

The specimens collected in Tsushima by Mr. Tominaga have been placed in the Osaka Municipal Museum of Natural History, and the one collected in Kanagawa by Mr. Aoki is retained in his (Aoki) personal collection.

Yonetsu, A.  (1998):  [Observations on the oviposition of Promachus yesonicus Bigot] (In Japanese). – HANA ABU  5 (1998.3): 46;  Kyoto.

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.

*****Reference supplied by translators
Promachus yesonicus Bigot is distributed all over Japan and the Korean Peninsula, and can be seen commonly from July to September in these areas. The adults predate beetles, especially preferring to feed on scarabaeids (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae).  I observed its oviposition, so I present a description of it.

1 ♀,  1991. ⅷ. 14.

600m. alt. On the forest trail, Horikoshi-Pass, Natanosho Village, Fukui Prefecture

The female was hanging from a rather old pampas grass leaf which was almost parallel to the soil, sticking its abdomen onto the under side of the leaf with white mousse-like material coming from the tip of its abdomen (Figure).

I did not confirm whether eggs were present or not; however, I presumed it (the female) had started depositing eggs. The undergrowth beneath the bushes common to the area are grasses.   After hatching, the larvae probably drop off the grass leaves.

Life histories of most species of asilids are not well known, but recent studies have shown that the larva predate eggs, larvae, and pupae of other insects.

Based on a study of feeding behaviour by Knutson (1972), the larva of Promachus yesonicus Bigot live free in the soil and predate the larva of scarabaeids. It is quite interesting that the predatory habit is the same for the adult and larva. 

Figure – Female Promachus yesonicus inserting its ovipositor between leaves of grass.

                                             Akira Yonetsu

27 Sagano-Hiraku-cho, Kyoto City 616-8313

         C/O Joy Sagano #311 

Knutson, L.V.  1972.  Pupa of Neomochytherus angustipennis (Hine), with notes on feeding habits of robber flies and a review of publications on morphology of immature stages (Diptera: Asilidae).  Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington 85: 163-178.
Ito, N.  (2001):  Diptera of Sayama hill, Kanto District, Part 1 Syrphidae & Asilidae.  HANA ABU  11 (3): 87-91. (in japanisch) [Asilidae, p. 91]

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: hfukaya@asaka.ne.jp and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au . Corrections were kindly provided by Mr. Norimasa Ito.

*** Only the Introduction and the section on Asilidae were translated; Corrections, as noted by [ ], are the responsibility of the translators

Sayama Range lies around Mizuho-Town, Musashi-murayama City, Higashi-murayama City of Tokyo, and around Tokorozawa City and Iruma City of Saitama Prefecture covering 3,500 ha and being 194 m at its highest point in Mizuho Town.  The range declines slowly eastward from that point.  It forms a land mass higher to the east and lower to the west. There are two large valleys within the Sayama Range where reservoirs were constructed during the Taisho to early Showa eras (1910-1920).  The northern valley contains Lake Sayama and Lake Tama (Murayama Reservoir) occurs in the southern valley.  An outstanding characteristic of the Sayama Range is its independence from the surrounding mountains.  Vegetationwise, the whole region is covered with secondary forests in which grow deciduous broad leaf trees, such as Konara (Quercus serrata), Kunugi (Quercus acutissima), Akamatsu (Pinus densifbra S. et Z, Momi (Abies firma S.et Z,), Hannoki (Alnus japonica), Sugi (Cryptomeria japonica D.Don, and Hinoki (Chamaecparis obtuse Endl).
Sayama Range has long been known as a place to collect insects which live mainly on level ground, such as Uranami-akasijimi [Japonica saepestriata (Hewitson)], Omidorisijimi [Favonius orientalis (Murray)], Midorisjimi [Neozephyrus japonicus (Murray)], and Sasakia charonda charonda (Hewitson), Genjibotaru [Luciola cruciata (Motschulsky)], Kurosijimi [Niphanda fusca (Bremer)], Honshu-oichimonji-shimagengoro [Hydaticus pacificus conspersus], Kurokatabira-osamushi [Calosoma maximowiczi], Higebuto-hanamuguri [Amphicoma pectinata], and Tokoyo-torakamikiri [Chlorophorus yedoensis (Kano)].
As it is only about a 30 minute drive from my house to Sayama Range, I have been investigating  Diptera and Hymenoptera since 1999.  I collected a lot of specimens up until 2000, and I decided to write a report concerning them, one family after another.

In this report I am reporting on Syrphidae and Asilidae.

I thank  Mr.Shinji Harashima, a member of the Nishitama Insect Club and my wife for their kind cooperation, they took me to many places in the Sayama Range and accompanied me during my investigations. Both collection of specimens and their identification were done by the author himself.

Asilidae
1. Kurosuji-ishi-abu (Choeades [= Choerades] nigrovittata Matsumura, 1911)

1 ♂, Mitsugi, 1. V. 1999; 1 ♂, Mitsugi, 2. V. 1999; 1 ♂, Mitsugi, 23. V. 1999
2. Oishi-abu (Laphria mitsukurii Coquilett, 1899)

1 ♂, 1 ♀, Mitsugi, 1. V. 1999; 1 ♂, Mitsugi, 2. V. 1999; 1 ♂ 2♀, (One of them was feeding on a Hanamuguri (Amophicoma pectinata) [= Scarabaeidae, Glaphyrinae: Amphicoma (not Amophicoma)], Mitsugi, 23. V. 1999

3. Hisamatsu-mushihiki (Tolmerus hisamatsui Tagawa, 1981)

1 ♀, Mitsugi, 24. X. 1999
The number of Asilidae taken is small, and I do not know the reason for it. Especially the  sub-family, Asilinae, is poorly represented, only one species being confirmed which is the one I have reported on here.  I’m afraid it might be why I did not investigate further during the summer.
My investigation has been insufficient, I’m afraid, and I think there must be a lot more species in the area. I’m going to continue my investigations. I hope other members (of the Society) will help identify the species I cannot.
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Masayoshi, Uchida (2000) Report on Shirosuji-bekko-hanaabu (Volucella linearis) in kanto District. ‘HANAABU’, (10):52

HARUSAWA, K  (2000):  [Records of robber fly (Diptera: Asilidae) captures] (in Japanese).  - HANA ABU  10  (2000.11): 105-106; Kyota. 

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.

***Translators Note: The title of the article was created by the translators as there was no formal title. The names in parens preceding the scientific name are the common names of the robber flies in Japanese.
1. The robber flies captured by Mr. Haruzo Okuno.  I hereby list the names of the insects given to me by Mr. Haruzo Okuno. I appreciate his courtesy in providing me with the opportunity to examine them.  The locations of capture are the same for all species listed.

(Chairo Oishi Abu)  Laphria rufa von Röder, 1♂, 1♀
Site: 
Kaiden-kogen, Kaiden Village, Kiso-gun


Nano Prefecture


Dobashi (a bridge of wood & soil)

1250 m, 14.VIII.2000

(Hara boso Mushihiki)  Dioctria nakanensis MATSUDA, 1♂
Holopogon japonicus NAGATOMI, 1♂
(Akaashi-magarike-mushihiki)  Neoitamus sp., 1♂
2. The robber flies captured by Mr. Masato Shiraishi.  I hereby list the names of the insects given to me by Mr. Masato Shiraishi. I appreciate his courtesy in providing me with the opportunity to examine them. 

(Aome-abu)  Cophinopoda chinensis (FABRICIUS), 1♂, 1♀
Asakura Village, Ochi-gun, Ehime Prefecture

(Sakiguro-mushihiki)  Trichomachimus scutellaris (COQUILLETT)


1♂, 23.VII.2000; 1♂, 30.VII.2000; 1♂, 6.VIII.2000;


1♂, 13.VIII.2000; 1♂, 15.VIII.2000; 2♂, 20.VIII.2000;


3♂, 1♀, 27.VIII.2000;


All of these were captured at: Higashi-Akaishi yama, Besshi Yamamura, Uma Gun, Ehime Prefecture; Altitude: 1707 m; captured by Masato Shiraishi

(Usuguro Mushihiki)  Eutolmus rufibarbis (MEIGEN) [as rufibalbis]  


1♀,16.VII.2000; 1♀,20.VIII.2000

(Magari ke Mushihiki)  Neoitamus angusticornis (LOEW)

2♀,16.VII.2000; 1♀,6.VIII.2000 

(Isshiki-ishiabu)  Choerades isshikii (MATSUMURA)

    
1♂, 30.VII.2000

3.  A new distribution record for Choerades caucasicus RICHTER & MAMAEV.  I report, herein, that there was one female Choerades caucasicus Richter & Mamaev among the specimens of robber flies presented to me by Mr. Fumiki Matsumoto of the Entomology Laboratory of Osaka Municipal Museum of Natural History.  I would like to thank Mr. Matsumoto for providing me with the opportunity to examine it.  The first record for this species in Japan was reported by Mr. Tagawa in 1998 in HANA ABU No. 7.
Choerades caucasicus Richter & Mamaev

1♀, Ibuki-san, Motogawa Village, Tosa-gun, Kochi Prefecture, 24.VIII.2000

The specimen is currently preserved in the Osaka Municipal Museum of Natural History
Nishimoto, Y.  (2001):  [Report on mating of shioya-abu (Promachus yesonicus Bigot)] (in Japanese).  - HANA ABU  12  (2001.10): 71; Kyota. 

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.

***Translators Note: The title of the article was created by the translators as there was no formal title. The name preceding the scientific name is the common name of the robber fly in Japanese.
Report of a junior member, Yuichiro Nishimoto ( 6th Grader, Primary School):
I witnessed a shioya-abu mating on July 22, 2001 at Obama Park, Obama City, Fukui Prefecture. This is my brief report.
A ♂ was resting some 30 cm away from a ♀.  I first thought about catching them, however, the ♂ was looking very intently at the ♀, so I just kept my eyes on them for a while. The ♂ came closer little by little to the ♀. When it got to 10cm from the ♀, the ♂ jumped on the back of the ♀ and copulation ensued. The ♂ soon took the posture usually seen in this condition (male atop female). I then tried to capture them, but they flew away.
Four line drawings are presented: 

In the first the male is shown facing the female from a distance of 30 cm with the female facing away from the male;  

In the second, the male is shown 10 cm away from the female, the female still facing away from the male;

In the third, the male and female are joined tail-to-tail;

In the fourth, the pair has taken the typical position for this species of male atop female.    
Masaru, N.  (2001):  [A shioya-abu (Promachus yesonicus Bigot) catching a koshiaki-tonbo (Pseudothemis zonata (Burmeister))] (in Japanese).  - HANA ABU  11  (2001.3): 98; Kyota. 

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.

***Translators Note: The title of the article was created by the translators as there was no formal title. The names preceding the scientific name are the common names of the insects in Japanese.

It is well known that shioya-abu, Promachus yesonicus Bigot, catch insects of the same size. Last summer, I witnessed a Promachus yesonicus catching a predatory dragonfly, Pseudothemis zonata (Burmeister) much larger than itself.  I saw the Promachus yesonicus and the Pseudothemis zonata lying together on the road at Kounoike, Itami City at around 3:00 p.m., vii.12. 2000. I thought they were both dead as they did not flee when I moved close to them. I threatened them; then the Promachus tried to fly while grasping the dragonfly. It took some time before the robber fly was able to move the dragonfly into the grass, which was 30cm away.  The Promachus yesonicus was 25mm long with a wing length of 16mm. The Pseudothemis zonata was 45mm long and its wing was 40mm long. The robber fly seemed to have killed the dragonfly by piercing the soft thorax.








Niinomi Masaru
Caption beneath photo:  A shioya-abu [Promachus yesonicus Bigot] which has caught a koshiaki-tonbo [Pseudothemis zonata (Burmeister)]; photo by Niinomi Masaru
Harusawa, Keitaro.  1998.  [Data concerning the distribution of Japanese Asilidae (1)].  Hana Abu 5 (1998.3): 44-45.  (in japanisch)

***Translation from Japanese by Ms Maria Nihashi [Toyohashi English Center, 1-88-1 Ohashi Dori, Toyohashi, Aichi, 440, Japan] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email:  rjlavigne@netspace.net.au
***names in parens in boldface have been supplied by the translators
Introduction
Ever since the establishment of this group, [The Dipterist=s Club of Japan] (the group who publishes this magazine), I am often asked to identify robber flies and have many opportunities to receive specimens of these flies.  I am very glad to resume my amateur study of insects.  On the other hand, it is also true that I still feel too inexperienced to be able to describe a new species from Japan, or to distinguish the relative relationships of the gadflies.  Anyways, I intend to make public the information that I=ve learned during my fieldwork which might be useful in further research.  I have obtained cooperation from Kiyoyuki Mizusawa, who does research on mosquitoes and is author of the AEncyclopedia of World ?Culicidae?.  I deeply thank him for his devotion and kindness.

In the listing below, the specimens from Kanagawa Prefecture are donated to the Kanagwa Prefecture National Museum of Earth: “the planet of life”, while others are donated to the Nature Museum of Osaka.   They are listed in the order of the place collected, date, collector=s name, kinds and sex, and the number collected.  The species are listed by their Japanese name [the translators took the liberty of noting the species by their scientific name rather than the common name in the interest of workers on robber flies].  I have not included any scientific names.  You can look up the scientific names in almost any Encyclopaedia.  However, in the case of the light black robber fly = Eutolmus rufibarbis (Meigen), I used the common name used by Teruo Kimura in his 1958 publication.  The publication concerning Japanese robber flies, his report #1: appeared in AKITU VII: 5-56, and I have used the common name that he used.

Listing







lgt = collector

Akita Prefecture:
Haruyama, Tazawa-lake: July 12, 1995.  M. Ohama lgt.

[Machimus scutellaris Coquillett] 1, [Eutolmus rufibarbis (Meigen)] 2, [Choerades isshikii (Matsumura)] 1
Fukushima Prefecture:
Futaba-cho, Hosoya, Fukushima Prefecture, July 12, 1995, K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Promachus yesonicus Bigot] 1, [Philonicus albiceps Meigen] 1
Yoshie-cho, Ukedo.   Aug. 2, 1995, M. Ohama lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis Fabricius] 1
Okuma-cho, koirino.  Aug. 2, 1995, M. Ohama lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis] 1, [Philonicus albiceps]  1
Okuma-cho, shimonoue.  Aug. 3, 1995,  K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Philonicus albiceps] 1


Okuma-cho, kuma.  Aug 3, 1995,  K. Yoshida lgt.

[Eutolmus brevistylus Coquillett] 1
Okuma-cho, kumakawa.  Aug 3, 1995,   K. Yoshida lgt.

[Promachus yesonicus]  2, [Ommatius chinensis] 2 1, [Philonicus albiceps] 1
Naraha-cho, Kajikinoshita.  May 16, 1995,  S. Nishigaki lgt.,

[Cyrtopogon pictipennis Coquillett] 1, [Neoitamus angusticornis Loew]  1
Same place as above.   Aug. 10, 1995,   T. Matsumoto lgt.,

[Laphria mitsukurii Coquillett] 1, [Laphria sp.?]1, [Choerades isshikii] 1, [Promachus yesonicus] 1,[Machimus scutellaris]1
Kouno-cho, Asamikawa   May 18, 1995,   K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Laphria sp.?] 1
Kouno-cho, Origigawa.   May 18, 1995,   S. Nishigaki lgt.,

[Neoitamus angusticornis Loew] 1, 

Kouno-cho, Origigawa.   Aug. 10, 1995,  S. Nishigaki lgt.,

[Promachus yesonicus] 1
Kouno-cho, Kitakama.   Jul 11, 1995,   T. Matsumoto lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis] 1, [Philonicus albiceps] 1
Kouno-cho, Otakidaira.  Jul. 11, 1995,   K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Promachus yesonicus ] 1
Kouno-cho, Shimokitasako.   Aug. 8, 1995,   S. Nishigaki lgt.,

[Promachus yesonicus] 2 1
Ibaraki Prefecture:
Kitahama-beach, Ibaraki city.   Jul 6, 1994,   K. Yuasa lgt.,

[Eutolmus rufibarbis] 1,  [Philonicus albiceps] 2, [Astochia virgatipes Coquillett] 1
Tochigi Prefecture:
Hinoki-sawa, Kitashiobara village.  Jul. 6, 1994,   K. Yuasa lgt.,

Eutolmus brevistylus 1, [Neoitamus angusticornis] 1
Saitama Prefecture:
Okabe-cho, Hinoki-sawa. Aug 17, 1994,   K. Yuasa lgt.,

[Eutolmus brevistylus] 1, [Philonicus albiceps] 1
Tokyo:
Takiyama, Hachioji city.   Aug. 18, 1995,   T. Matsumoto lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis] 1, [Philonicus albiceps] 1
Kanagawa Prefecture:
Kawasaki city, near the Kawasaki thermal power plant.  Sept 12, 1994,   M. Ohama lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis] 2, 1
Kawasaki-ward, Higashi-ougijima, Kawasaki city   May 31, 1994,   K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Neoitamus angusticornis] 1
Same place as above.  July 25, 1994,   K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis] 1, [Philonicus albiceps]  1
Same place as above.   Sept 12, 1994,   M. Ohama lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis]  2, [Machimus sp.?] 1
Same city & ward as above, Chidori-park.   May 31, 1994,  K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Eutolmus rufibarbis] 1, K. Yuasa lgt., [Ommatius chinensis] 1, [Philonicus albiceps] 1
Same city and ward as above, near Taishi bridge.   Aug. 18, 1994,   M. Ohama lgt.,

[Philonicus albiceps] 1, [Eutolmus brevistylus] 1
Same city and ward as above, Taishi-park.   Oct 13, 1994,   K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Ommatius chinensis] 1
Higashi-Ibono, Totsuka-ward, Yokohama city.   May 22, 1994 T. Matsumoto lgt.,

[Neoitamus angusticornis]  1
Sekiya, Kamakura city.   May 22, 1994   T. Matsumoto lgt.,

[Eutolmus brevistylus] 1, [Neoitamus angusticornis] 1 1
O-okezawa, Hakone-cho.   July 27, 1994 K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Eutolmus rufibarbis] 1, [Philonicus albiceps]  3, [Astochia sp.?] 1 1, [Neoitamus angusticornis] 1 1
Niigata Prefecture:
near Mase, maki-cho   May 19, 1994,  T. Matsumoto lgt.,

[Laphria mitsukurii]
1
Same place as above.  Jul 20, 1994,  K. Murata lgt.,

[Machimus scutellaris]  2
Fukui Prefecture:
Mariyama, Atsuga city.  Jun 13, 1994,  K. Yoshida lgt.,

[Choerades komurae (Matsumura)] 1
same city as above, Ike-kouchi   Aug 11, 1994,  M. Ohama lgt.,

[Machimus scutellaris]  1
Yamanashi Prefecture:
near Fukashiro, Ootsuki city.   Aug 9, 1995,  K. Yuasa lgt.,

[near Neoitamus angusticornis] 1 (In possession of Harusawa at the moment), [Machimus scutellaris]  1
Written by:

Keitaro Harusawa

589-0022

Osaka-FU, Osaka sayama-city, Nishiyamadai 2-11-12

Tagawa, Y.  (2001):  First Record of Cyrtopogon pulchripes Loew, 1871 for Japan’s main island.  HANA ABU  11 (3): 97. (in Japanese) 

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: hfukaya@asaka.ne.jp and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au.  Notations in boldface have been provided by the translators.

Regarding Cyrtopogon sp., two species, Cyrtopogon pulchripes (mesuguro-higeboso-mushihiki) and Cyrtopogon pictipennis Coquillet, 1898 (Tsumaguro-higeboso-mushihiki ), have been recorded for Japan. Published records of  Tsumaguro-higeboso-mushihiki can be seen from time to time; however, no published records have appeared for mesuguro-higeboso-mushihiki.
Herein, I report on 1 ♂ and 2 ♀♀, the specimens of which were among the collection of the late Dr.Rokuro Kano presented to me. I hereby extend my cordial gratitude to Dr. Kano, who had given me precious specimens and information.
1 ♂, 2 ♀♀ : Mt. Asama, Nagano, 28. July. 1970.  R. Kano
Figure 1. Mesuguro-higeboso-mushihiki (Cyrtopogon pulchripes Loew, 1871).  Both left and right pinned specimens are the same ♂ [dorsal view, lateral view]

[Comparison of the two species]

The characteristics of the species are:
(1) The abdomen of ♀ [of C. pulchripes] is almost entirely black on the whole as the Japanese name suggests. The second and the third abdominal segments of the ♂ are densely covered with yellow-white hairs. 

(2) The wings of the ♂ Cyrtopogon pictipennis are densely brown  at the apex [covered with brown microtrichia]; whereas the wings of Cyrtopogon pulchripes are almost entirely hyaline. Females of both species have hyaline wings.
Figure 2. [wing of] Cyrtopogon pulchripes Loew, 1871 ♂
Figure 3. [wing of] Cyrtopogon pictipennis Coquillet, 1898 ♂
(3) The first and the second segments of the antenna [of C. pulchripes] are black, and the third, yellowish brown.

(4) Legs are black, except that the basal half of the tibia and the apical tarsal segment (not shown) are reddish-yellow. [Note by Fukaya: the subject of this sentence is not shown, which case can be seen frequently in Japanese writings
 The body length [of C. pulchripes] is 12-15 mm.
According to Lehr (1988), this species [C. pulchripes] is distributed throughout Northern Europe, Middle Europe, Siberia, the Far East, and Japan.
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Ohishi, H. and H. Otobe (2003):  Asilidae (Diptera) in seashore of Mie  (In Japanese). - HANA ABU  16  (2003.10): 49-52; Kyota.

***Translation from Japanese by Mr Hisayoshi Fukaya [27-12, Shibamiya, Asaka, Koriyama City 963-0111, Japan; email: QZP05464@nifty.ne.jp ] and Dr. Robert Lavigne [Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Renewable Resources, Entomology Program, University of Wyoming; current address: P.O. Box 1010, Mt Barker, SA 5251, AUSTRALIA; email: rjlavigne@netspace.net.au].

***Dr. H. Ohishi (2004) has kindly made corrections to the original draft of the translation.

   Mie Prefecture has a long coast line, but has almost lost its natural environment due to  industrial development. The Machiya-ura seashore is only one precious place that preserves its natural sandy shore though it is a rather narrow area. The authors made three surveys for Asilidae in 2003 at this locality.  We surveyed Gotenba Beach in April, but obtained no data for Asilidae. 

   The following are the reports for the collected Asilidae. Though the number of species is only three, they are rare in (other) reports, and are worth special note. We did not capture any torafu-mushihiki [Astochia virgatipes (Coquillett, 1898)], which was reported to have been captured nearby. Probably these four species are the fundamental constituents of the Asilidae at the seashore in Honshu (Mainland). The entire asilid fauna of the seashore has not been revealed yet. Even our limited collection has left some areas unexamined. The natural environment is being rapidly lost. We expect future surveys will be more developed to include ecology.

1. Hirata-mushihiki  Clinopogon sauteri Bezzi, 1910

   This species was recorded as occurring in Honshu, Okinawa, and Taiwan by Akira Aoki in the Illustrated Encyclopedia of Entomology of Japan published by Hokuryukan in 1953.  However, it was not included in the Whole Catalog of Insects of Japan published by Kyushu University for some reason, and its existence has been ignored.

Collections of this species seem to be scarce which is not surprising because its distribution is limited to the narrow area near beaches or shorelines, however, we, the authors, have some additional collections from Honshu, Kyushu, and Shikoku and we assume that the species is more widely distributed along seashores than formerly thought. The present collection was made on a seashore which has retained its natural environment and is limited locally.
Description

♀♂: Body black, completely covered with whitish-gray pubescence, creating a blueish-white color that suitably fits life on the sand. Head a little narrower than the thorax and face bears long white hairs. The first and second segments of the antenna are short, the third is long, the style is short and thick, with a subapical spine. On the mesonotum are vague maculations covered with short white recumbent hairs. The lateral margin of the thorax bears one presutural, one intra-alar, and one postalar bristle, sometimes an additional setae can be found. The katatergite bears a line of bristles, the anatergite lacks setae/hair, the postmetacoxal region is membranous, the scutellum is covered with long hairs. The wing is hyaline, covered with microtrichia, veins brown, M3 and CuA1 veins cross. Haltere brown, but knob is whitish brown. Legs are slender and black, covered with short hair. Abdomen wide and covered with erect short setae, only the lateral margins of the 1st and 2nd tergites are long haired. ♂terminalia small. ♀ tergum 10 bears 5 pairs of acanthophorites. Body length 14-17mm.  Antennae, mouthparts and male terminalia are illustrated.
 The flies of this species can be found on the debris and algae driven onto the beach.

   This species is recorded herein based on records of a species occurring in Taiwan. The authors have not directly confirmed that the collected species (from Japan) is the same, but the description corresponded well with that of the specimens we have found on Mie shores. We simply follow Aoki in so placing it. Further study will be necessary to confirm the scientific name for this species.

Collection Record

4 ♂ 3 ♀, Machiyaura Seashore, Tsu City, Mie Pref., 27.vii. 2000. H. Otobe leg.

2.  Hamabe-ko-mushihiki  Stichopogon infuscatus Bezzi, 1910 

   Ohishi, one of the authors, recorded this species for the first time from Miyatzu City, as being new to Honshu. He has some additional specimens of this species collected from several places. They live on the shores in undisturbed areas like the previous species; however, they seem to be more widely distributed. Their habitat is broader. They range from shore lines of beaches to grassy inland areas. Included are illustrations of mouthparts and male terminalia.
Collection Record 

    3♀, Machiyaura Seashore, Tsu City, Mie Pref., 27. vii. 2000. H. Otobe leg.; 2♂, 10♀, same locality, 20.viii. 2000. H. Ohishi and H. Otobe leg.
3. Epitriptus sp.( there is no Japanese common name )
  This seems to be the same species which Ohishi and Hideo Takahasi, two of the authors, recorded from Hachijojima-island (Izu Islands). Refer to that record for details. Generally within Asilinae, the species are similar morphologically and it is difficult to readily identify them to genus; however, this species is rather easy because it bears bristles on the ventral side of abdomen. We captured numbers of them including the ♂.  We illustrate the male terminalia.

  This species can be found further inland on sand dunes covered with grasses; it is not limited to the shoreline, but seems not to live on beaches. It is probably because of the location where it exists that this species has not been recorded previously. The time of the adult appearance is earlier than that for the two previous species.

Collection Record

 3♂ 1♀, Machiyaura Seashore, Tsu City, Mie Pref., 14.v. 2000. H. Ohishi leg.
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Figure 1.  hirata-mushihiki  Clinopogon sauteri Bezzi, 1910, ♂ (photo by Katsura )

Figure 2.  A. Antenna  (Clinopogon sauteri Bezzi, 1910 );  B-D, ♂ male terminalia

B. dorsal view   C. ventral view   D. cerci and tergum 10   

Figure 3.  Clinopogon sauteri Bezzi, 1910  A – H, mouth parts;  A-B, lateral view; C, ventral view; D., labrum; E, hypopharynx; F, labium; G, maxilla and palpus; H, pharyngeal pump

Figure 4.  hambeko-mushihiki   Stichopogon infuscatus Bezzi, 1910 ♂


   (Above-lateral view - length 5 mm, Below-dorsal view) (photos by Katsura )

Figure 5.  Stichopogon infuscatus Bezzi, 1910 ♂ hambeko-mushihiki: external genitalia and mouth parts. 

A – D, male terminalia (external genitalia); A, ventral view; B, dorsal view; C, tergum 9 and cerci; D, tergum 9; E, mouth parts 

Figure 6.  Epitriptus sp. ♂ (left-dorsal view, right-lateral view ) (photos by Katsura)

Figure 7.  Epitriptus sp. ♂ A – F,  Male terminalia (external genitalia)
A, ventral view; B, epandrium and cerci, dorsal view; C. epandrium and cerci, lateral view; D, gonocoxite and gonostylus; E, aedeagus, dorsal view; F, aedeagus, lateral view 
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